Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 11, 2016

The Honorable Sylvia Matthews Burwell
Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Burwell:

We write to express our strong objection to the Department of Health and Human Services’
consideration of Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base (Maxwell) in Montgomery, Alabama, as a possible
housing location for unaccompanied illegal alien minors.

As you are well aware, Maxwell is an active duty military installation that is home to Air Force
Space Command, Air Force Material Command, the Defense Information Systems Agency, Air
University, and the 908th Airlift Wing. Maxwell’s stated mission is to develop “mission-ready Airmen.”
As a nation that is currently at war, we believe that efforts to house, feed, and care for illegal immigrants
at Maxwell would do nothing to prepare our men and women for combat, nor do anything to enhance the
readiness of our armed forces, to which end the U.S. taxpayers have invested in this world-class
installation. In fact, this added mission would be an unwelcome and unneeded distraction that will
certainly interfere with, and possibly compromise, the critical work at Maxwell-Gunter.

President Obama's refusal to enforce our nation's immigration laws caused the situation that we
currently face, and his decision to further reward lawlessness places additional undue burdens on
Alabama communities, families, and workers. Executive amnesty pushed by the President had the
completely foreseeable consequence of encouraging a spike in illegal immigrants, including children and
minors.

Instead of wasting resources searching for housing locations more than 900 miles away from our
southern border, we firmly believe that the Administration should be expeditiously and humanely
transporting these individuals back to their homes.

In conclusion, we ask that you reject any proposals to house these illegal aliens at any military
instillation in Alabama, including Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base. Please feel free to contact either of
our offices should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Richard Shelby
U.S. Senator
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